Who Is Coughlin, 
W hat Is His Program, 
How Did He Rise? 


Aided by Big Business, America’s 
Number One Fascist Rose from 
Obscurity to Lead a Movement! 


By JOSEPH HANSEN 

INSTALLMENT IV 

In an editorial in the January 2, 1939, issue of Social 
Justice Father Coughlin attacked a proposal that the Red 
Cross ship wheat for distribution to starving victims of 
the civil war in Spain, both Loyalists and Fascists. 

He gave as his reason that since there was greater need 
in the territory then held by the Loyalists, most of the 
wheat would go to feed starving Loyalists. 

When five hundred thousand refugees began pouring 
into France, fleeing from the advance of fascist warlord 
Franco after being betrayed by Loyalist army leaders who 
had been put into power and supported by Stalin’s Com- 
munist Party and the Social Democrats, Coughlin cynically 
declared : , 

“The hordes clamoring for escape at the border sre not 


Spaniards. Thousands upon thousands are Russian reds." 
(Social Justice, February 13, 1939.) 


Coughlin approved (Hitler's seizure of Austria. 
Coughlin approved Hitler's seizure of the Sudetenland. 
Coughlin approved Hitler’s seizure of Czechoslovakia. 
Coughlin approved Hitler’s seizure of Memel. 

Coughlin approves Hitler’s bristling war threats. 

In his broadcast of March 24, 1935, Coughlin declared: 
“Today the outposts of .Germamy are the frontiers of our 
civilization.” 

When the work week was lengthened arbitrarily by 
decree in France, Father Coughlin hailed the act. 

In the Far East Coughlin supports Japan and describes 
this militaristic dictatorship where all civil liberties have 
been suppressed in blood for years, as “the sole barrier 
against the menace of communism in the Far East.” The 
“victory of China,” he assures the reader, would mean 
victory for communism in China.” (Soctal Justice, De- 
cember 19, 1938. See also the issues of December 26, 1938 
and March 6, 1939.) - 

When Mussolini invaded Ethiopia (a Christian nation 
incidentally) Coughlin broadcast a speech attacking the 
Ethiopians and justifying Mussolini’s criminal war. (A 
Series of Lectures on Social Justice, April 1936, by Rev. 
Charles E. Coughlin, pp. 17-19.) 

Coughlin applauded Mussolini’s seizure of Albania, 
calling it a “rescue,” for the “benefit” of its million in- 
habitants. 

Why is Father Coughlin so enthusiastic about the for- 
cign fascists? , 

Let it be understood once and for all, that Father 
Coughlin is not an agent of the European dictators. Far 
from it. He is théir disciple and admirer. But on the day 
that war breaks out between the United States and any one 
of these nations which Coughlin now lauds, he wili turn 
against that nation as savagely as a cannibal on his aged 
grandfather. 

What Coughlin desires is that the methods and the 
ideology of these fascist plunderers sink deeply into the 
minds of kis followers. 

Coughlin wants to organize a state similar to the Nazi 
and the fascist—a corporate state, and the REAL masters 
of that corporate state, the masters to whom he swears 
devotion and whose interests he represents, are America’s 
parasitic SIXTY FAMILIES. 


The Fascists Hail Coughlin 

When the Socialist Workers Party led 50,000 demon- 
straters in protest against the February 20 meeting of the 
German-American Bund in Madison Square Garden, the 
18,000 members of the Bund, meeting under protection of 
the biggest concentration of police in New York history, 
were heiling Fuehrer Fritz Kuhn, Fuehrer Hitler, and 
Ii Duce Mussolini. But the biggest ovation of the evening, 
next only to that accorded La Guardia’s police, was the 
ovation given Father Coughlin. 

Significant that the German-American Bund followers 
of Hitler should be so enthusiastic over Coughlin! 

An Associated Press dispatch from Rome on January 
17, 1939, stated that the radio priest “received fascist 
praise and thanks today from the Regime Fascista, the 
newspaper that has led attacks on the Vatican in the dis- 
pute over the Italian anti-Semitic measures.” 

In a Berlin dispatch dated November 27, 1938, Otto D. 
Tolischus reports in the New York Times: 


“The German hero in America for the moment is the 
Rev. Charles E. Coughlin because of his radio speech 
representing National-Socialism (Nazism) as a defensive 
front against Bolshevism." , 

The acknowledged advocates of fascism in America are 
not less enthusiastic. l 
- George E. Deatherage, leader of the Knights of the 
White Camellia, who.insists that fascism as a movement 
began in America with the Ku Klux Klan long before it 
was copied by the Nazis, declares: 

“He is not tne leader we are looking for, but America 
has produced no greater voice: and whe: the time for the 
showdown comes, Father Coughlin will have behind him 
and us, ten million mobilized followers."' (Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, May 27, 1939.) ; : 

William Dudley Pelley, Fuehrer of the Silver Shirts, 
another mysteriously financed “Christian” who openly 
proclaims his ‘desire to Hitlerize the United States, de- 
clared in the November 14, 1938, issue of his magazine, 
Liberation : 

“This past week the aggressive Father Coughlin went 
on the air over a New York radio station and delivered 
what amounted to the prize Silver Shirt speech of the 
year." 

It is not difficult to understand the brotherly love between 
the openly acknowledged fascists and the “radio priest” 
who has risen so rapidly from obscurity. 
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Street Battle—Thugs 


Coughlin fascist gangs in New York City took place Friday 
night, June 16, at 138 Street and Willis Avenue in the Bronx 
when 5,000 workers, most of them members of the Trans- 
port Workers Union, hurled back a fascist attempt to break 


up an orderly workers’ meeting. The outdoor rally; called by 


A Lesson 


| Lo the 


F ascists--- 


And Labor'| 


AN EDITORIAL 


New York's subway work- 
ers—members of the Trans- 
port Workers Union — have 
just given an instructive les- 
son to the Coughlinite fas- 
cists and... to the labor 
movement at large. 

The fascist hoodlums who 
have been concentrating in 
the South Bronx section of 
New York were given a tell- 
ing lesson in the sweeping 
power of the working class 
when it is organised, militant, 
determined, 

When the Coughlinites 
sought to disrupt and break 
up the meeting called by the 
local branch of the American 
Labor Party, addressed by the 


leader of the Transport 
Workers Union, Michael 
Ouill— 

When they sought, by prov- 
ocations and violence, to 


drive labor off the streets, to 
deprive a labor organization 
of its right to free speech— 

The thousands of transport 
workers, and their brothers in 
other trades and industries 
who gathered about the plat- 
form, gave them a Jesson that 
they needed badly and they 
will not soon forget, 


' 


But there is also a lesson 
for the 
general. 

The assembled Transport 
Workers, who have already 
given more than one example 
of their spirit of labor soli- 
darity, did not cringe, or 
crawl, or beg or petition. 

They defended their lead- 
ers; they defended their plat- 
form; they defended their 
meeting; they defended their 
hard-won rights. 

And they did it themselves. 

The thousands of workers 
around the platform were a 
DEFENSE GUARD against 
the fascist gangsters. 

A Defense Guard was need- 
ed for. that meeting. It was 
there. It WORKED. 

It is needed nowadays ev- 
erywhere. Union men, organ- 
ize your GUARD of defense 
against FASCISM.: 


labor movement in 


the South Bronx Section of 
the American Labor Party, 
had received the endorsement 
of Michael Quill, president of 
the ‘Transport Workers 
Union. 


Acting on the initiative of 
Quill, a large contingent of ||, 


workers turned out for the ral- 
ly. By eight o’clock in the eve- 
ning, the time set for the meet- 
ing, the corner of 138th Street 
and Willis Avenue was occu- 
pied by over 1,000 of the trans- 
port workers. 

While the workers’ meeting 
was in progress, the Christian 
Front, a fascist gang, held two 
small meetings of its own down 
the street. The Christian Front 
is commonly regarded as the 
strong-arm section of the 
Coughlin movement. 


Unable to attract numbers to 
its meeting, the fascists in- 
structed their followers to dis- 
band and march on the work- 
ers’ rally. Arriving at the meet- 
ing, the fascists took up posi- 
tions across the street, heckling 
Quill, who was on the platform. 
By this time the meeting had 
swelled to 5,000 workers. 


In answer to the fascist prov- 
ocation, Quill denounced the 
Coughlinites as scabs and ac- 
cused them of acting as an or- 
ganized body to smash the 
Transport Workers Union. Des- 
perate at the success of the 
workers’ rally, the Coughlin- 
ites started to throw bottles at 
Quill. One of the bottles hit a 
woman in the audience, felling 
her. Aroused by the fascist at- 
tack, groups of workers surged 
toward the Coughlinite hooli- 
gans. The police, who had been 
patrolling the meeting, were 
unable to intervene. the situa- 
tion having by that time been 
put under control by the work- 
ers. who dispersed the fascist 
provocateurs. 

Order thus restorea, the 
meeting continued until eleven 
o'clock, Several fascist strong- 
arm men who attempted to 
pick off workers on their way 
home from the rally were ably 


iz 


Martin’s 
“Strike” 
Folds Up 


Claim that He Repre- 
sents Majority Shown 
To Be a Fake 


(Special to the Socialist Appeal) 

FLINT, Mich.—Martin's Gen- 
eral Motors “strike” has 
proved a complete dud. 

Production has remained un- 
impaired in Chevrolet, in Fish- 
er Body and in the G. M. foun- 
dry at Saginaw. No more men 
are absent from their jobs than 
the usual number accounted 


Our Own Kind of Defense 


PRE-WAR CRISIS N. M.U. in 


SHIFTS TO FAR 


Crisis at 


EASTERN SCENE \Strike End 


The latest acts in the swiftly- 
unfolding pre-war crisis were 
being played this week in two 
settings — in Tientsin and in 
Moscow. In the wings sat Hit- 
ler, waiting his turn to come 
on, and the scene-changers 
were ready to bring Slovakia 
and the Polish border into the 
center of the stage for the next 
episode. 

In Tientsin the Japanese hi- 
jackers held a gun in the ribs 
of the British racketeers. The 
Japanese blockade of the 
French and British concessions 
at Tientsin and the internation- 
al area at Amoy continued, 


Leadership Doomed 
Tanker Strike by 
“Hot Oil” Policy 


The crisis that has been rav- 
aging the National Maritime 
Union under the leadership of 
a Stalinist wrecking crew head- 
ed by Joe Curran, came to a 
head with the official termina- 
tion of the tanker strike at 
midnight, June 13. The strike, 
begun on April 17 as a result 
of rank and file pressure for 
militant action, was suffocated 


That was Lesson No. 1. | 


handled by alert T.W.U. mem-! for by illness or other reasons. 
bers. (Continued on Page 2) 


The 850,000 W.P.A. workers who have already been fired 
since November, the 500,000 others who are slated to be dropped 
to bring down the rolls to the two million limit provided by the 
Roosevelt-Woodrum Starvation Bill just adopted by the House 


of Representatives, the 500,000 or more others who are to be 
fired arbitrarily because they have been on the W.P.A. rolls for 
eighteen months — all these, and the millions of unemployed 
workers who bitterly need W.P.A. jobs must ask themselves: 


' WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SLASHING OF THE W.P.A. 


ROLLS? 

You can’t fight back unless you know where the blows are 
coming from. You can’t save your jobs, or win them back, or 
get jobs, unless you know who is leading the forces of reaction 
against you. You can’t lick the enemy, unless you know where 
he Is. s 

It's not your fault if you haven’t a clear idea of who the ene- 
my is. The daily press, the radio, all kinds of demagogues and 
fakers are deliberately trying to confuse you, so that you won’t 
be able to fight back. But either you get clear on who you are 
going to have to fight if you are to save yourselves from starva- 
tion, or you go down into the breadlines and the garbage dumps. 

Here are the facts: 

The slashing of the W.P.A. rolls was initiated and engineered 
by none other than PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT HIMSELF. He 
did it in his relief budget message to Congress on April 27, 1939. 
In that message he fixed the amount to be expended for W.P.A. 
during the year beginning July I at $1,477,000,000—more than a 
ene-third slash frem the previous year’s figure of $2,250,000,000. 


growing bolder and more rigid 
(Continued on Page 2) 


in a flood of ‘thot oil which 
(Continued on Page 3) 


Who Is Responsible for the W.P.A. Cuts?| 


And the amount designated by Roosevelt is the amount now 
fixed by the Roosevelt-Woodrum Starvation Bill, an amount 
which simply wrecks the W.P.A., reducing the rolls to 1,350,000 
less jobs than in November. 

There are plenty of other things wrong with this W.P.A.- 
wrecking bill. But the most important thing wrong with it is the 
amount it provides for jobs. And for that Roosevelt is respon- 
sible, for HE NAMED THAT FIGURE. 

That means that you can’t even begin to fight for jobs, you 
can’t begin to fight against the W.P.A. cuts, unless you are 
ready to CENTER YOUR FIRE ON ROOSEVELT. The ‘‘Repub- 
lican Tories” and “Garner Democrats”, the whole reactionary 
caboodle in Washington, are already hated and distrusted by the 
workers, employed and unemployed. These reactionaries could 
never get away with putting over these cuts—if they didn’t have 
Roosevelt to lead them in the cutting drive. 

To denounce the “Tory Republicans” and “Garner Demo- 
crats”’ is not enough. It is not enough to run picket lines against 
Republican headquarters. When the W.P.A. workers limit them- 
selves to such actions, the reactionaries laugh up their sleeves, 
for they know that SUCH ACTIONS WON'T STOP THE CUT- 
TING DRIVE. 

Picket lines around Congress, picket lines around the White 
House, unemployed demonstrations everywhere with banners 
and slogans aimed against Roosevelt’s W.P.A. cuts—that’s the 
road, the only road, to a successfal fight for W.P.A. jobs. All 
other proposals are eyewash, serving to conceal from the masses 
that at the bead of the relief slashers stands President Roose- 
velt. 


BUILD WORKERS 


DEFENSE GUARDS 
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Bill Wrecking 


Roll Call 


4 Shows All 


Factions 


For Slash 


Woodburn Bill Puts 
Relief Methods Back 
To Days of Hoover 


The Roosevelt - Woodrum 
W.P.A.-wrecking Bill was 
passed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives after midnight 
Friday, less than 48 hours af- 
ter it was brought in. Speak- 
er Bankhead and New Deal 
Majority Leader Rayburn 
joined with Woodrum, chair- 
man of the appropriations 
sub-committee which drafted 


Ithe bill, in jamming it through 


in record time. 

The extraordinary size of 
the majority for the measure, 
which has been accurately de- 
scribed as putting relief meth- 
ods back to the days of Hoover, 
means that not only did Roose- 
velt Administration leaders 
back the bill but they also used 
their control of patronage to 
prevent a sizeable bloc of Con- 
gressmen from recording them- 
selves against the bill. 

Roosevelt Named Figure 

The most important provi- 
sion in the bill, that naming the 
amount to be expended for 
W.P.A., was the figure of 
£1,477,000,000 named by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in his relief 
message to Congress of April 
27. Not even the most reaction- 
ary Congressman found any 
quarrel with the president’s 
figure, for it represented a 
slash of over one-third from the 
$2,250,000,000 expended for 
W.P.A. during the previous 
fiscal year. 

Under the Roosevelt-Wood- 
rum Bill, W.P.A. rolls will 
average 2,000,000 during the 
fiscal year which begins July 
1. In line with the recommen- 
dations Roosevelt had sent to 
Congress, W.P.A. administra- 
tion officials have been slash- 
ing the job rolls, from the 
3,350,000 who were employed in 
November, 1938—on the eve of 
the election—to the present 
2,500,000, a drop of 850,000 jobs. 
An additional 500,000 would be 
fired under the Roosevelt- 
Woodrum Bill. 

Still Others to Go 

If the bill is adopted by the 
Senate in its present form, ac- 
tually more than a kalf million 
additional to those indicated’ 
above will be fired, for it in- 
cludes a provision discharging 
by October W.P.A. workers 
under 45 years of age who have 
worked eighteen months or 
more. These are “eligible” to 
return to W.P.A. rolls after. 
sixty* days, if re-certified, but 
having no more standing then 
than millions of others awai- 
ing placement, they will in all 
likelihood stay off the rolls per- 
manently. 

The only controversy in the 
House of Representatives dur- 
ing discussion of the bill came 
on the various restrictive pro- 
visions directing administration 
of the funds by the W.P.A. 
These restrictive provisions— 
the 18 months limitation on a 
W.P.A. job, and abrogation of 
payment to skilled workers of 
the prevailing wage in thecralt 
were the most important—met 
with some objections from 
some New Dealers, but their ob- 
jections were ‘‘for the record” 
—so that they could go back to. 
their labor constituencies with 
some face. How little resis- 
tance they put up is indicated 
by the speed with which the 
bill went through. 

(Continued om Page $) 
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Gn the 
Labor 
Unions 
By B. J. WIDICK = 


Surprisingly little attention 
was paid in the press to the 


semi-annual meeting of the 
C.I.O. executive council in 
Washington, D.C., last week. 


Surprising because it reflected 
a serious underestimation of 
the C.I.O. 

The attitude of John L. Lewis 
on the question of unity with 
tho A.F.L. flows from a resur- 
gence of the C.I.0. movement. 
The victory of the United Mine 
Workers of America in the na. 
tion-wide strike solved satisfac- 
torlly the acutest crisis of the 
C.LO. movement. 

The Briggs auto strike vic- 
tory gave further impetus to 
the growth of confidence in the 
industrial union movement, 

Encouraged by these devel- 
opments, top C.I.O. leaders are 
returning to their forgotten per- 
spective of building a C.1.0. 
movement so poyerful and 
large that it would simply en- 
gulf the A.F.L. 

That is why Lewis declared 
there could not be peace with 
the A.F.L. at the present time 
and with its present leadership. 
Uniess unity came on C.I.O. 
terms, Lewis feels that the 
basic need of organizing mil- 
into industrial unions would 
lions of unorganized workers 
suffer. Certainly. the entire rec- 
ord of the A.F.L. bureaucracy 
testifies to the charge that they 
would impede any such organi- 
zation drive. 


What Will Happen? 


Often in the New Internation- 
al and the Socialist Appeal we 
have written that it was a 
great tragedy to the American 
labor movement that the C.I.O. 
did not continue to advance and 
become the dominant and deci- 
sive stream of the labor move- 
ment, forcing the A.F.L. to 
submerge itself into the new 
movement which had industrial 
workers as its basis. 

A victory over the A.F.L. 
would even now have this ef- 
fect, although at a much great- 
čr cost. 

Whether the C.1.0. proposal 
to remain independent of the 
A.F.L. is progressive or not, 
depends primarily on the kind 
of program it follows as a sep- 
arate organization. 

A continued organization 
drive, concentrating especially 
on the South, is vitally needed 
in America. Hints of indepen- 
dent political action, if carried 
out, would be a major step for- 
ward for the C.I.O. 

What will happen on these 
two questions remains to be 
seen. But there is one thing 
which we happen to know the 
C.I.O. leadership is contemplat- 
ing that definitely would not be 
progressive in character. 

The C.1.0. is weighing the 
possibility, very seriously, of 
entering the building trades 
field as a rival of the A.F.L. 
Certain trusted lieutenants of 
Lewis are surveying the field. 
In some places, cautious at- 
tempts to sign up _ building 
trades members were made, 
but action of local progressive 
unionists squelched this ten- 
dency. 

A jurisdictional war, and it 
would be a plenty bloody and 
bitter war, between the C.I.O. 
and the A.F.L. could and would 
create the worst sort of havoc. 
It would open the flood gates 
for more repressive legislation 
against the labor movement. 

We know of a dozen impor- 
tant labor centers where there 
is a good working agreement 
between the C.1.0. and the A.F. 
L. Both sides benefit immense- 
ly from the united front they 
can present against the em- 


ployers. 
If the C.I.O. invades the 
building trades field, these 


united fronts would be broken 
in a minute. Bitter warfare, 
goon squads, crashing of picket 
lines, slugfests would result 
among union men who now 
work together against their 
common enemy, the bosses. 

This would not be a question 
of industrial versus craft un- 
ions. The C.I.O. would be 
forced to organize craft unions. 

The proper tactic, in our 
opinion, is for the C.I.O. to 
help the progressives within the 
yuildine trades by showing in 
action whot a progressive pro- 
gram for labor can do. 

It is as fatal for the C.L.O. 
leaders to think that the A.F.L. 
can be smashed as it has been 
for the A.F.L. leaders to hold 
that opinion of the C.1.0, 


What the Party Members 


On Translating Party 


Program into Practice 


Submitted by a group of Les 


Angeles cemrades: Steve Bob- 
erts, Paula Aragon, Minna 
Everett, Edith Mann, Max 
Heinert. 

. . . 
(Continued from last issue) 
It is needless to state that 

the leadership should have cor- 
rectly analyzed the Ludlow 
Amendment from the start; it 
should have foreseen the anti- 
war movement and attempted 
lo direct it into militant chan- 
nels, In the light of the differ- 
ences that existed in the N. C. 
surrounding this question, it 
should have been submitted for 
discussion throughout the party. 
Such a step would have prob- 
ably forestalled the serious er- 
ror that was made. During the 
past summer it should have ex- 
hausted the possibilities for 
having a better referendum in- 
troduced into congress. It 
should have instituted a pro- 
gram such as we now propose: 

1. Formation of a National 
Dept. for anti-war work. 

2. Initiation of a National 
War Referendum Petition cam- 
paign similar to the one recent- 
ly started in Los Angeles. 

3. Launching of a nation- 
wide committee for the adop- 
ton of a War Referendum. 

a. Dept. to supply direc- 
tives on methods and propa- 
ganda to all sections of the 
party. 

b. Neighborhood formation 
of Referendum groups. 


4. Mass meetings, sticker 
campaigns, house - to - house 
work. 


5. Extension of campaign in- 
te the trade unions. 

6. Introduction and popular- 
ization of our slogans: 

a. “All War Funds to the 

Unemployed," 

b. "Nationalization of the 

War Industry.” 

c. “Abolition of Secret 

Diplomacy," etc. 

T. Raising funds through 
these committees for purposes 
of a publicity campaign—news- 
papers, radio, etc, 

8. Organization of militant 
action such as: demonstrations, 
strikes, with possible culmina- 
tion in march on Washington 
and/or nationwide work stop- 
pages. 

9. Agitation around this 
campaign to be incorporated 
into a slogan for the Socialist 
Appeal and dealt with week by 
week. This to be supplemented 
hy articles in the New Interna- 
tional, popular pamphlets, etc. 

The Trade Unions 

The C.LO. movement caugnt 
us entirely unprepared. The op- 
portunities arising out of a new 
trade union movement and the 
possibility of entering into in- 


our party from the membership 
up to the leadership and back 
again is absolutely imperative 
and unpostponable. No less 
drastic a reorientation is re- 
quired of our weekly press. The 
attention of the party must be 
focused primarily upon the 
American labor movement. 
The energies of the party must 
be devoted mainly to rooting 
itself in the trade unions, be- 
coming an inseparable part of 
the trade unions and their 
struggles. The bulk of the party 
work must be directed to this 
vital field of the class struggle. 
Unless this slogan is translated 
speedily into life, the party is 
doomed to vegetate as an im- 
potent sect which will be 
washed away by the waves of 
the first serious social crisis." 


In the light of this analysis, 
what happened? The national 
leadership failed entirely to 
carry out the decisions of the 
last convention. No attempt 
whatsoever was made on their 
part to gear the party to its 
tasks. A national trade union 
department does not exist to 
this very day! National frac- 
tions were not organized; utter 


disregard of the necessity for 
carrying on correspondence 
with fractions where they were 
organized, 


The complete lack of trade 
union directives from our lead- 
ership culminated in the tragic 
events of the U.A.W.A. situa- 
tion, where the Appeal held 
three different positions in the 
space of a few weeks. Differ- 
ent sections of the organization 
found themselves in opposing 
camps within the union at a 
time when the fate of one of 
the most important unions in 
the country was at stake. When 
the party leadership should 
have been most alert in analyz- 
ing the day-to-day events and 
in keeping in constant touch 
with all comrades in the U.A.- 
W.A. throughout the country, it 
not only failed to do so but 
failed to acknowledge frantic 
letters, telegrams, from the 
comrades on the West Coast 
who were pleading for instruc- 
tions. The final national auto 
policy was adopted in this cri- 
sis without consultation with 
the Oakland and Los Angeles 
fractions. 


No excuses can be accepted 
for these woeful occurrences 
and failure to carry out the 
first simple organization task 
particularly in view of our 
leadership’s own sharp posing 
of the question as quoted 
above. We demand that the 
coming convention take what- 
ever steps are necessary to in- 


dustry in this period, will not| sure that the following be car- 


present itself again in the near 
future. It was not until the 
movement had crystallized and 
was neaded for decline that our 
party leadership considered 
colonization in the different in- 
dustries. Here and there com- 
rades on their own volition en- 
tered industry but without di- 
rection from the leadership. 

At this time our leadership 
should have given its main at- 
tention to this new and virile 
movement of industrial union- 
ism. It should have made a sur- 
vey of the possibilities of the 
verious industries and consid- 
ered the importance or ripe- 
ness of the various sections of 
the country on the basis of such 
a survey. It should have given 
instructions and directions to 
the local leaderships and indi- 


ried out at once: 
1. The formation of a National 

Industrial Dept. 

a. The Dept. shall be headed 
by an Executive Secretary 
and a Field Organizer, both 
to be members of the Na- 
tional Committee, and full 
time functionaries. 

2. Duties of Executive Secre- 
tary: 

a, To organize national trade 
union fractions. 

b. To maintain correspon- 
dence with all fractions. 

Duties of Field Secretary: 

a. Tours throughout the coun- 
try setting up local frac- 
tions. 

b. Consultations with existing 
fractions. 

c. To be present in critical 
situations. 


viduals on how, why and where, 3. It shall be the duty of the 


to get into industry. National 
tours should have been mapped 
cut to impress upon the com- 
rades the importance of this 
work and how to accomplish 
it. Such a course would have 
resulted in a real penetration 


of the C.I.0., giving us an in- 4 


fluence which we do not have 
today. 

Some comrades may argue 
that this orientation was impos- 
sible because of the fact that 
part of this period found us in 
the Socialist Party. Entry into 
the Socialist Party should not 
have hindered a correct revo- 
lutionary leadership from car- 
rying out the most important 
tusk that faced it. 

Our Previous Analysis 

With the Founding Conven- 
tion of the S.W.P. and the slo- 
gan “90% Trade Union Work," 
it was hoped that we would fi 
pally in actuality face toward 
the masses. The trade union 
resolution was an exhaustive 
analysis of the American labor 
movement, an appraisal of the 
A.F.L., C.1.0., the roles of the 
various political parties, and 
the tasks of the S.W.P. Under 
the section COMPLETE RE- 
ORIENTATION IS DEMAND- 
ED we quote the following: 


uA complete reorientation of 


Industrial Dept. to establish 
a regular bulletin which shall 
contain information on party 
work in the trade unions, 
analysis of trade union situ- 
ations, and discussion ar- 
ticles on policy. 

. It shall be the duty of the 
Industrial Dept. to constant- 
ly survey the national in- 
dustrial scene and convey in- 
formation and directives to 
the comrades as to the best 
opportunities for coloniza- 
tion. 

(Concluded in next issue) 


At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP 


a a a e e a 


REVOLUTIONARY 
FRENCH YOUTH 
UNITE FORCES 


Stressing the necessity of 
unifying the revolutionary 
youth movement of France, 
the Central Committee əf 
the Revolutionary Socialist 
Youth (J.S.R.—Fourth Inter- 
national) has called upon its 
membership to enter the 
ranks of the Workers and 
Peasants Socialist Youth 


(J.8.0.P.), thus effecting a 
unity between the two organ- 
izations. 

The conditions upon which 


the unity was achieved were 
worked out by representa- 
tives of the two groups in a 
series of comprehensive dis- 
cussions. These discussions 
and the fusion that resulted 
from them, were facilitated 
by the fact that the political 
program of the J.S.0.P. has 
come closer to that of the 
J.S.R. in the last few 
months. . 

Members of the J.S.R. 
who now become members 
of the J.S.O.P. will work in 
the latter on the basis of 
their own political program 
for the development and 
strengthening of the unified 
organization. 


PRE-WAR CRISIS 
SHIFTS TO FAR 
EASTERN SCENE 


Axis Powers Create 
New Front for Rivals 
to Worry About 


(Continued from Page 1) 
as the British displayed signs 
of fright and hesitation. 

The Japanese apparently see 
their chance now to grab from 
Britain the rich concessions 
wrested by the British and 
French from the Chinese at 
bayonet-point nearly a century 
ago. The British, waiting des- 
perately to see if their friend 
Roosevelt would step in to pro- 
tect the swag, fingered around 
helplessly in search of a diplo- 
matic loophole. 

At Moscow, meanwhile, it 
was clear their diplomatic posi- 
tion was not exactly growing 
any stronger. William Strang, 
ihe special envoy sent to the 
Kremlin to talk Stalin into a 
deal, was cooling his heels and 
biting his fingernails, reading 
the dispatches from Tientsin. 

Is it an accident that Soviet- 
Japanese friction burst for a 
moment into flame a fortnight 
ago and then died down when 
the Japanese embarked upon 
their offensive against the Brit- 
ish? 

Is it an accident that reports 
are beginning to be heard that 
Stalin has raised his price 
again by demanding that the 
Far East be included in the 
"guaranteed" zone? 

Is it an accident that Musso- 
lini's ambassador was reported 
a week ago to have given assur- 
ances in Moscow that the axis 
had no ‘‘territorial designs’’ on 
Russia? 

Whatever the speculative pos- 
sibilities, the facts are plain 
enough. The axis combination, 
following its well-established 
strategy, has created a new 
front for its rivals to worry 
about—the Far ` Hast—while 
planning at an early date to 
proceed with its appointed task 
of re-carving the map of Eur- 
ope—and the Moscow govern- 
ment still stands cautiously on 
the sidelines in the hope of sav- 
ing itself by having its enemies 
tear each other to pieces. 


WANTED 


Anti-Fascist Salesmen 
to sell 


“FATHER COUGHLIN— 


Fascist Demagogue”’ 
pamphlet 
Liberal Commission 
See Miller, Labor Bookshop, 
116 University Place 


Joseph Hansen’s series of articles on Coughlin will appear 
early next week as a low-priced pamphlet published in a 
large edition to allow for mass distribution.’ Publication of 
the pamphlet was made possible by a loan which must be 
repaid quickly through donations from our readers and by 
the following contributions which came in response to our 
appeal: a sympathizer in New York, $5; in Chicago, $1; a 
doctor in Detroit, $5. Orders and additional donations should 
be rushed IMMEDIATELY to Pioneer Publishers, 116 Univ- 
ersity Place, New York City. If you want Pioneer Publishers 
to send the pamphlet to any person enclose a list of names 
and addresses with your contribution. 


“Say on National 


A Point of View on the 


Labor Party Question 


By F. X. FERRY, ROGER B. 
CROSS, MYRON CARLSON 
and IRVING KAPLAN 


It is becoming a habit with 
our party, or at least with some 
of its members, to preface 
their proposal for a turn into a 
direction hitherto opposed by 
the party with "the question of 
the attitude toward (here in- 
sert the new turn) has never 
been a question of principle for 
revolutionary Marxists."* Such 
a statement, expressed in 
more or less good English, is 3 
signal for the ‘‘hurray-boys and 
girls” to go out hell-bent for 
the new turn, in the present in- 
stance for a labor party. 

It is obvious that a preface 
as given above, and now set 
before the Labor Party Reso- 
lution of the majority of the 
N.E.C. indicates some misgiv- 
ings, if not a rather strong 
feeling of insecurity on the 
part of certain- supporters of 
the labor party; but as a hearty 
gulp of ‘‘fire-water'’ gives 
courage if not foolhardiness to 
some of us when confronted by 
a crisis, so the talmudist classi- 
fication of terms principled or 
otherwise gives some party 
members the right to hurl 

hemselves forward on the road 
„wards and into the labor 
party 

It may not be amiss to recall 
to ourselves that plain tactical 
turns may be ruinous to such 
an extent to the party and the 
working class, that workers 
must sooner or later inquire 
for themselves whether or not 
they can conscientiously favor 
such ruinous policies just be- 
cause such policies are labelled 
in advance non-programmatic 
ones. 


It may be useful to recall 
‘hat the position taken by the 
C. I. in 1923 towards the Ger- 
man revolution was nothing but 
an incorrect tactic, but in its 
effect it had such a far-reach- 
ing importance as to determine 
he fatal direction taken by the 
German and European working 
class. The position taken by 
the C, I, in England prior to 
the general strike, in creating 
the British-Russian Trade Un- 
ion Committee, represented 
but a tactical step, but one so 
incorrect that many revolu- 
tionaries justifiably felt com- 
pelled to leave the tactical mis- 
leaders. Those who were un- 
able to follow the tactical lead- 
ership of the C. I. agreed with 
Trotsky who expressed the 
opinion succinctly and clearly 
that ‘‘nothing is so calculated 
to disintegrate the revolution- 
ary spirit of the proletarian 
party as unprincipled maneu- 
vering” (we hope that the ex- 
pression ‘‘unprincipled maneu- 
vering” will not cause any of 
the hooray-boys any head- 
aches in understanding it). 

To sum up this preliminary 
statement, we hope for a gen- 
eral agreement in saying that 
a revolutionary party may un- 
der no circumstances embark 
upon a questionable path and 
expect not to pay the price in 
the eyes of the working class, 
by simply declaring such a 
turn only a tactical one. Tacti- 
cal mistakes may be just as 
ruinous as programmatic ones, 
sometimes even more so be- 
cause of the apparent light- 
mindedness with which some 
party members are ready to 
make such simple tactical ex- 
periments. 

The majority resolution on 
the labor party distinguishes it- 
self by the light-mindedness 


with which it expects a total 
about-face in the party’s atti- 
tude. It would be ridiculous, 
but for the tragic aspect of the 
thing, to read how certain we 
are today that we are right 
about our evaluation, which is 
directly contrary to our evalu- 
ation of yesteryear (even 
though we were just as certain 
then as to the correctness of 
the contrary evaluation). The 
majority resolution is a confes- 
sion of our tactical error of six 
months ago, but at the same 
time a command that we are 
not to doubt the infallibility of 
our present tactical proposal. 

We, all recall the scorn 
heaped by us upon the heads 
of the C. P., the Lovestonites, 
the S.P., and the Social Demo- 
cratic Federation, when they— 
long before us — discovered 
their ‘‘duty to support the la- 
bor party." Then it was the 
shedding of their revolutionary 
mask and following up their 
reformist tendency; now, when 
proposed by us, it becomes in- 
spired revolutionary tactics. 
We can still hear the ringing 
of our scornful voices castigat- 
ing Waldman, then Thomas, 
then Lovestone and Browder, 
for their stewing in their ref- 
ormist juice when they pro- 
posed a rapprochement with 
the labor party. Now, however, 
the Socialist Workers Party 
gives ‘positive and unambigu- 
ous support to the labor party 
movement in general, and to 
all its local manifestations,” 
because we are “bold, decisive 
and resolute." Do you remem- 
ber the guffaw emanating from 
our ranks when Browder, re- 
turning from Moscow, came 
out from the labor party and 
when he tried to explain away 
the C.P.'s changed attitude and 
stated that ‘‘we do not support 
a reformist labor party (being 
at all times against refor- 
mism). We do not attempt to 
create a revolutionary labor 
party (since there is already a 
revolutionary party in the 
c.P.), but we want a class- 
labor party.” Then guffaws, 
but now we declare (and with- 
out laughing ourselves in the 
face) that ‘‘while the Social 
Democrats, Lovestoneites, etc., 
advocate a labor or farmer- 
labor party with a purely ref- 
ormist program, and more or 
less confine themselves to un- 
principled top combinations un- 
der cover of this slogan, the 
S.W.P. advances its program 
of transitional demands in or- 
der to fructify the mass move- 
ment in favor of a labor party 
and lead it in a revolutionary 
direction." 

Here is the difference, if dif- 
ferences there is, between us 
and those who saw the rising 


sun of the labor party before! 


us, that is, that we shall “fruc- 
tify the mass movement in fa- 
vor of a labor party and lead 
it in a revolutionary direction.” 
We shall do so, even though 
Marxists recognize that the na- 
ture of the labor party is such 
that it cannot but stand in the 
path of the revolutionary move- 
ment. We shall support it, even 
though we know (or at least 
knew six months ago) that 
there are no short cuts to the 
building of the revolutionary 
movement, surely not through 
a reformist labor party which, 
if organized, is organized for 
the purpose of syphoning off 
the revolutionary tendencies 
which may appear among the 
masses. 


‘Cantinued in next issue) 


A FULL DAY’S OUTING AT THE BEACH! 


SUNDAY, 


JUNE 25th 


Restricted beach: Swimming, sun bathing, 


tennis, handball, baseball, croquet, etc. 


plus 
2 EXCELLENT HOME COOKED MEALS 


(dinner and supper) 
Entertainment, Dancing, etc. 


SEA VIEW MANOR 


4909 Beach 49th St., Brooklyn 
° 


SUBSCRIPTION $1.50 


Reservations are limited in number and must be sent in 
ahead of time, no later than Thursday, June 22, 1939. Send 
reservations and remittances to E. R. Frank, 116 Univer- 


sity Place, New York. 


Arrangements have been .made to leave by boat from the 
Battery for a forty-minute ride to Seagate for 15 cents. 
The grounds can also be reached by subway. 


MAKE THIS DATE A MUST! 


a a cP a a. Š 


Convention Problems 


BOSTON SETS THE PACE: 


"Enclosed find money order 
for $15.60 for balance of our 
Appeai bill and for payment in 
advance on coming issues. I 
thought it best to send the 
money because I know the Ap- 
peal can use it. 

“Increase our bundle by 25 
copies each issue, beginning 
with the next issue. The com- 
rades are selling the paper 
quite easily with Coughlin as 
the issue. Last night at a Jew- 
ish-American Congress meet- 
ing we sold 94 Appeals and 8 
New Internationals. We are 
becoming the outstanding anti- 
Coughiinites!""—J. T., Boston 
literature agent. 

= * . 
OTHER BRANCHES AT 
WORK: 

The Rochester branch in the 
past few weeks has made sub- 
stantial payments and_ has 
practically paid up in full on 
its Appeal account. 

. . * 


"Please increase our order to 
100 per issue regularly. I am 
positive we shall have no 
trouble in disposing of them. 

‘The Coughlinites sell their 
magazine downtown in Detroit. 
We station a comrade on either 
side of them and yell our slo- 


Martin’s 


gans. Everybody sees the keen 
competition and stops to look. 
We have 2 to their 1, so we 


make the best impression. 
Some of our slogans are, “Read 
a workers’ paper!’’; “Read an 
expose of Father Coughlin, 
American Fascist Namber 
One”; “We want organized la- 
bor—not organized concentra- 


papers, the second time 43. 
This only takes about 1 hour. 
We have Sunday morning me- 
bilizations. We sell in the Jew- 
ish districts and take up con- 
tributions. We are planning a 
tag day in the Jewish districts 
soon. “We're trying hard to 
liquidate our Appeal bill by 
convention time.’’"—J. D., De- 
troit Appeal agent. 

. » * 


IN THE STREETS WITH THE 
ANTI-COUGHLIN APPEAL! 

The work of these branches 
is outstanding and proves that 
the Appeal is a powerful weap- 
on in the struggle against 
growing American fascism. 

Every branch should plan 
immediately to have system- 
atic mobilizations for Appeal 
sales. Into the streets twice 
each week with America’s lead- 
ing anti-Coughlin paper! 


“Strike” Proves 


To Be Complete Dud 


(Continued trem Page 1) 
There are no picket lines. 

As a matter of fact, Martin's 
desperate adventure is not at 
all a strike against General Mo- 
tors. It is a union-busting ac- 
tion directed primarily at the 
only organization with any fol- 
lowing at all in the G. M. 
plants, the U.A.W.-C.I.0. 

Aim of Strike 

This '‘strike’’ had as its main 
aim to vindicate Martin's fan- 
tastic claims to a majority fol- 
lowing for the A.F.L. in the G. 
M. plants. It has, however, 
proved just the contrary. Act- 
ing as a vehicle for conserva- 
tive and anti-militant sentiment 
among the non-union elements, 
Martin's gang soon found that 
it was impossible to mobilize 
this group for strike action. He 
might have led them through 
picket lines but he could never 
lead them onto picket lines. 

Someone may have whisper- 
ed in Martin’s ear that G. M. 
would negotiate with him and 
grant a contract if he could tie 
up the plant. But G, M. didn't 
pay any attention when they 
found their assembly lines op- 
erating as usual and only a 
few goons on the outside main- 
taining the fiction of picketing. 

“Get the Reds” 

The principal activity of 
these plug-uglies and their few 
misguided followers has been 
to "get the C.I.O. reds". Since 
last night they have kept a 
group of C.I.O. workers bottled 
up in their hall which is located 
in an adjoining building from 
the Martin headquarters. Five 
times they provoked vicious as- 
saults on the C.1.0. hall, smash- 
ing the plate glass stgre window 
and brutally beating C.I.O. 
members so they required hos- 
pitalization. As this is being 
written, they are still congre- 
gated in front of the C.I.O. hall 
on Saginaw Street facing the 
Fisher Body plant and prepar- 
ing a new attack. 

Influence Weakened 

There is no doubt that Mar- 
tin’s influence will diminish to 
insignificance before this 
‘‘strike’' is over. Yet it is equal- 
ly true that this episode has 
left a bad taste in the mouths 
of countless auto workers. The 
top C.I.O. leaders in Flint and 
their friends and advisors on 
the International Executive 
Board are largely responsible 
for this situation. Months of in- 
activity followed the Cleveland 
convention last April. Union or- 
ganization disintegrated; griev- 
ances were neglected; the cor- 
poration destroyed union condi- 
tions without resistance. De- 
spite the anxiety and demands 
of the militants, this leader- 
ship blithely continued its do- 
nothing policy. 

Even the current critical sit- 
uation has not served to shake 
them out of their indifference, 
Not a single leaflet or piece of 
propaganda has been circulated 
explaining the C.L.O. stand. 
Nothing has been done to coun- 
teract the inevitable impression 
among the workers—assisted of 
course by the yellow press— 
that the present conflict is 
‘“‘merely a squabble between 
two outside groups." Nothing 
has been done to correct the 


impression that Martin's gang ' 


is cultivating: that there is a 
real picket line and a real 
strike and the men walking 
through are scabs. This lie left 
uncorrected will do tremendous 
harm to the C.I.O. when they 
get ready for real strike ac- 
tion, as they must, this fall. 
Keeping “Public Opinion’”’ 


The desire of large sections 
of Flint’s best militants in 
Chevrolet, Buick and even 
Fisher Body is to mobilize their 
forces and remove the Martin 
goons from a position where 
they can do damage to the 
C.I.O. forces and maintain their 
fiction of a strike. Over a thous- 
and Buick and Chevrolet work- 
ers jammed the C.I.O. hall last 
night demanding action. But 
the top Flint U.A.W. leadership 
has poured cold water on their 
enthusiasm—all in the name of 
“keeping public opinion on our 
side’’. 

This lack of organization is 
directly attributable to the dis- 
organizing policies of the Stal- 
inists and their supporters in 
the Flint leadership. The lack 
of adequate defense machinery 
in the union ranks is one of the 
most criminal neglects of the 
entire situation. The organiza- 
tion of union defense guards in 
Flint is a job of paramount im- 
portance. If a miserable gang 
of Martinites cannot be coped 
with now because of this disor- 


ganization, what will happen 
when the armed forces of the 
state are concentrated against 
the Flint auto union? 


Indicative of the complete 
lack of confidence and respect 
prevailing in labor circles, even 
A.F.L., of Martin’s phoney 
strike was the position taken 
today by international officials 
of the Teamsters Union who 
gave their drivers permission 
to cross the ‘“‘picket lines” at 
their own risk. The Flint driv- 
ers union had previously ad- 
hered to the traditional team- 
sters attitude of not crossing 
picket lines. Aware of the spur- 
ious nature of this strike, they 
made the change on advice and 
consultation of their interna- 
tional officers. 


Protests Headline 
On League for 
Cultural Freedom 


Eiditor, 

On behalf of the League for 
Cultural Freedom and Social- 
ism, I must repuciate the 
headline description of our 
League which recently ap- 
reared in the Appeal. The 
League is ‘‘Anti-Stalinist’’ but 
by no means ‘Anti-Hook”’ in 
the same sense, There is no 
reference to the Dewey-Hook 
Committee in our entire mani- 
festo. There are major differ- 
ences of principle between the 
two manifestoes, but certainly 
no such head-on collision as the 
fevered imagination of your 
headline writer conjured up. 
Thank you for printing this cor- 
vection in an early issue. 

Sincerely, 

DWIGHT MACDONALD. 
Acting Secretary, 
League for Cultural Free- 
dom & Socialism 
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Congress of French Workers and 


Peasants’ Socialist Party (P.S.O.P.) 

Two weeks ago, on May 28-29, the French 
Workers and Peasants Socialist Party held 
its first regular congress in the proletarian 
center of Saint-Ouen, a suburb of Paris. Some 
160 delegates, representing close to 5,000 
members, gathered there to sum up the 
party’s experiences since the split with Leon 
Blum's 8.F.1.0. and to outline a course of 
action for the future. Representative of the 
drift leftward of various strata who have 
broken with the parties corrupted by social 
reformism and Stalinism, this gathering has 
its importance for the development of the 
revolutionary movement toward the building 
ef the new, Fourth International. 

As was to be expected, the Saint-Ouen con- 
gress was not at all a homogeneous body of 
thought. Most of the participants had only 
recently left the ranks of the old parties. The 
centrist current of Marceau Pivert still proved 
to be predominant. But the revolutionary 
Marxist tendency made considerable head- 
way in the course of the sessions. 

On the all-important war question, the rev- 
olutiomary defeatist position put forward in 
the motion drawn up jointly by Jean Rous 
(formerly of the French Fourth International- 
ist party. the P.O.I.), Danie] Guerin, the au- 
thor of “Fascism and Big Business” and 
Lucien Weitz, the leader of the P.8.O.P. 
youth, received 59 votes, the same number 
as the motion of the Pivert tendency drawn 
up by Michel Collinet. An outright pacifist 
motion received 26 votes and a motion by 
Lucien Herard attempting to strike a middle 
course between the Rous-Guerin-Weitz and 
Collinet motions received 45 votes. 

A practical motion on anti-war activity, 
however, proposing to exclude in the future 
collaboration with such alliances in France as 
the Keep America Out of War Committee in 
this country, received 53 votes as against 120 
for the Pivert motion endorsing such alliances. 

Highly significant for the revolutionary cur- 
rent was the result of the discussion as to 
whether membership in the Freemasonry or- 
ganization was compatible with membership 
in the P.S.O.P. After a heated debate, the 
Guerin motion for incompatibility received the 
highest vote, 76, while two separate motions 
opposing Guerin's each polled 62 and 50 votes 
respectively. This problem which touches 
upon the very essence of the proletarian char- 
acter of the party is bound to continue to agi- 
tate the P.S.O.P. in the future if one is to be 
guided by the great concern and dissatisfac- 
tion shown by many unattached rank and file 
worker delegates at the fact that the leader 
of the party is still a Freemason. 

On the trade union question, a motion pro- 
posing the organization of party fractions re- 
ceived 62 votes, while one opposing organized 
party work in the unions received 122 votes. 

Finally, on the international question, the 
congress voted to affiliate with ‘International 
Marxist Center” (formerly the ‘‘London Bu- 
reau’’) by a vote of 120, against a motion by 
Weitz proposing non-affiliation for the time 
being which received 42 votes, An amendmeht 
by the latter recommending that an invitation 
to the coming conference of the ‘‘International 
Marxist Center" in September be extended to 
the Fourth International was accepted by 
agreement after considerable discussion. 


In the World of Labor 


By Paul G. Stevens 


A good deal of time was taken in a discus- 
sion of the ‘Trotskyist infiltration” of the 
party, attacks against the Trotskyists being 
made mainly by the defenders of the Free- 
masons in the course of the dispute over 
whether the membership in the latter organ- 
ization was compatible with membership in 
the P.S.O.P. The attacks fell fiat when the 
speakers of the revolutionary tendency re 
fused to be hornswoggled into an anti-Trotsky- 
ist campaign and insisted on the discussion cf 
the political content of the motions and resolu- 
tions proposed. The attackers did manage, 
however, by sheer weight of numbers to push 
through an organizational statute requiring 
eighteen months’ continuous membership in 
the P.S.O.P. of former members of other pro- 
letarian parties before they are accorded 
equal rights with the other party members. 
The statute received 96 votes and was opposed 
with 88 votes and 16 abstentions. 


All in all, the congress, as recorded in the 
votes quoted, showed that the leftward devel- 
opment of the P.S.O.P. has not by any means 
been concluded, that consistent revolutionary 
sentiment within its ranks is sufficiently 
strong to augur well for the future. By the 
way, on the matter of practical party work in 
the period ahead, the Marxist minority de- 
clared that just as in the previous period, 
when it proved itself in action, it would have 
no difficulty in collaborating with the party 
leadership. 


Willie Gallacher, M.P., and 
British Imperialism 

Recently the Appeal reported the formation 
in England of the “Friends of the Irish Repub- 
lic,” an organization which has set as its task 
the organization of a revolutionary socialist 
party in Ireland and which has already held 
demonstrations in London of a mass charac- 
ter. That such a move was in the cards goes 
without saying ever since the degeneration of 
the Communist party which has left the field 
in the Irish fight against British imperialism 
to the heroic but muddled and utopian terror- 
ists of the I.R.A. What finally gave the im- 
petus to the move may be gathered from such 
an item as the following which we reprint 
from the Militant of London: 

“During the Great War to-End War, 1914-18, 
the workers of the Clyde and other industrial 
centers insisted on fighting for better condi- 
tions and workers’ rights. They caused a great 
deal of annoyance to the government which 
denounced them as unpatriotic and disloyal. 
Among these disloyal and unpatriotic work- 
ers was one William Gallacher. 

“Now Mr. Gallacher is Communist M.P. for 
West Fife—and is he loyal? When Mr. Cham- 
berlain made a statement to the effect that 
Northern Ireland was to be exempted from 
conscription in order to give scope to its loy- 
alism, Mr. (late comrade) Gallacher rose in 
his wrath. No longer was he the Clydeside mil- 
itant who defied Lloyd George and the en- 
gineering bosses, but one of the boys of the 
bulldog breed, stirred to his innermost depths 
because his patriotism had been called into 
question. He demanded to know ‘whether the 
Prime Minister in making such a declaration 
about North Ireland is not casting a slight on 
Scotland, Wales and Northern England.’ Truly, 
as the party of which Gallacher is a member 
so frequently remarks, times have changed.” 


On the Line... with Bill Morgan 


Traveling is about the fondest thing I am of 
especially when there is plenty of scenery and 
a nice comfortable seat from which to look at 
it and then too, you meet the most interesting 
people and find out all kinds of new facts 
which help to broaden the mind and open the 
eyes like the story about the Mormon named 
Huberdub who was a nice quiet homebody un- 
til he had a revelation which is the result of 
consuming too many oysters and bananas just 
before going to bed. 

Huberdub was a quiet little guy like I said 
and was respected by all his Mormon neigh- 
bors when all of a sudden he announced to the 
citizens of Utah that the divine spirits had 
dropped in unexpected in the middle of the 
night and told him that there was a lot of easy 
pickings in the dead center of the big snow 
covered mountain across the valley and that 
he is elected to organize the farmers for the 
purpose of extracting said valuable minerals 
without losing no time. 


Faithful Buy a “Dream” 


So he sure enough collects a lot of dough 
and gets a gang of volunteers who are willing 
to work for shares in the promised take in- 
stead of cash money which is after all pretty 
material stuff and not at all to be compared 
with a barn full of gold, etc. and this Huber- 
dub bird starts work on a hole in the side of 
the Rocky Mountains which he calls the 
“Dream Mine”. 

After several years of digging and blasting 
and at the same time collecting plenty on 
shares the Mormon top committee decides 
that enough is plenty and that this revelation 
does not smell exactly kosher and they hand 
Huberdub his walking papers. But there is a 
lot of poor folk who figure their investment 
should not be forgotten just like that and they 
hang on with some donating the sweat of their 
brows and others mortgaging the family home- 
stead in the hope of retiring on the fat of the 
land when the "Dream" breaks down and the 
promised dividends begin to flow like Huber- 
dub said the Angels said. 

This goes on for a long time because the 
more the poor suckers put into the scheme 
the more they hang around and the harder 
they work until one day a few weary workers 
corner Huberdub and put the question right to 
him with the aid of strong language and a 
couple of pick-axes which they have learned 
to use with dexterity if I may use such a word. 


Huberdub Falls Fast 


Huberdub is nobody's fool and he stalls off 
the neck-tie party with a bigger whopper 
which is that it is no less than an Interna- 
tional Plot of the Government and Bankers 
and city folks not to accept Huberdub’s ‘‘prec- 
ious stones.’’ So back to work for the suckers 


until the next flareup a few years ago—be- 
cause forty years is a long time to be digging 
in the side of a mountain. 

But Huberdub is just as smart as the next 
city slicker by this time and merely reverses 
his field as they say in football lingo and 
scares the daylights out of the whole kit and 
kaboodle of them by announcing another rev- 
elation to wit: there is going to be a universal 
catastrophe in two parts directed by the Lord 
himself who will first bring on an earthquake 


to be followed by a flood and all those who 
wish to be saved from this double-feature pun- 
ishment had better take it on the lam imme- 
diately and start work—under the supervision 
of nobody but Bro. Huberdub who by this time 
is considered to be an up and coming young 
man by the Angels—on an ark with which to 
ride the flood and a house full of supplies so 
that Huberdub and his flock won't starve to 
death during the big show which is to wipe 
out all of modern civilization. 


So the merry-go-round begins where we 
came in and to this day the swindle is produc- 
ing more dividends than any mine in the 
country considering the original investment 
which was nil on the part of Huberdub and if 
you don't believe this all you have to do is 
check up on the “Dream” mine which is lo- 
cated about forty miles south of Salt Lake 
City. 

And the more I think about Huberdub and 
the poor fish which has been led around by 
the beak for four periods of ten consecutive 
years each, the more the whole story fits into 
a perfect description of how the capitalist 
system works. 

Ain't it the truth how some poor fellow is 
sold on a idea that if he works like the Old 
Harry and has faith in the system he will 
either get his little pile to coast on in his old 
age and when after giving his life to the job 
he wants to get an accounting so as to find 
out why the jackpot missed he is told that 
there is a plot which has been cooked up by 
the Reds or the Jews or the men from Mars 
to keep the system from producing the prom- 
ised social security. 

But maybe the workers and the others who 
have put their hard-earned cash into this 
Dream" will come to one of these days and 
really put Huberdub to the wall and demand 
an immediate accounting or else. Maybe one 
of these days the poor suckers which has been 
living on thin soup will realize that Huberdub 
and Co. can be dispensed with altogether and 
the work and cash put to good use instead vf 
being invested in revelations which as I said 
are the result of eating too much too often 
without sharing it around sociable-like. 


SUCIALISIT APPEAL 


N.M.U. in Crisis 
As Strike Ends 


Stalinist Leadership Doomed Strike by Play- 
ing Ball with Government—Gulf Seamen 
Show Way to Progressive Action 


(Continued from Page ., 
members of the N.M.U. were 
forced to accept on freighters 
by order of Curran, thus being 
compelled to fink on their own 
striking brother members. Ex- 
cept for two or three insignifi- 
cant companies with which 
contracts were signed, the 
strikers were obliged to end the 
strike without gaining any of 
their demands. 

The situation is full of evi- 
dence that the strike was hor- 
ribly bungled from the begin- 
ning, chief item being the care- 
ful preparation of the King 
trial months ago designed as a 
diversion of the membership’s 
anger from the Curran ma- 
chine’s mounting record of be- 
trayal of their interests. The 
King trial and expulsion pro- 
ceedings are being handled in 
the best Moscow Trial fashion. 
There is no question, of course, 
of King’s actual guilt. This has 
been known for some time, 
particularly by Curran and the 
Stalinists. But the danger here 
is that the leadership is un- 
loading its own crimes on as- 
sociates who participated 
equally with them, attempting 
to connect them with the bona 
fide militants so as to smear 
the latter and prevent their be- 
coming a center of organized 
, rogressive opposition. 

Bent Knee to Bosses 

The tanker strike fiasco, the 
sing trial, and the Guif auton- 
omy action, reflect the crisis 
that the N.M.U. is in as a re- 
sult of the whole past policy of 
the Stalinists. Unless this is un- 
derstood, any attempts at a 
progressive solution of this 
crisis by the bona fide militants 
in the N.M.U. will prove fruit- j 
less, and will result only in aj 
large section of the N.M.U. 
membership losing all faith in 
unionism. It can all be summed 
up as follows: A policy of bend- 
ing the knee to the shipowners, 
a no-strike policy, depending on 
the government, etc., have 
made of the N.M.U. an organ- 
ization of 50,000 weak. By con- 
trast, the S.U.P., following a 
class struggle policy, i.e., rec- 
ognition of the shipowner as 
the seamen's natural enemy, a 
strike policy, and no depen- 
dence on the government, but 
only on on its own strength and 
that of brother unions, have 
made it an organization of 
5,000 strong. 

The whole no-strike policy of 
the Stalinists stems from their 
line of working for a military 
pact between the imperialist 
U.S.A. government and the 
stalin bureaucracy. To accom- 
plish this, they bleached their 
ultra-red in politics to a light 
saffron, and carrying this into 
ihe trade unions, used their 
former militant reputation to 
suppress and discourage mili- 
tancy, divert strikes up blind 
alleys, etc., in order to prove 
to War-Deal Roosevelt that 
they had something to offer in 
return for a pact. To War-Deal 
Roosevelt, worried about la- 
bor’s resistance to war propa- 
ganda, particularly the sea- 
men’s section, this was a wel- 
come help, particularly with 
regard to maritime, even if he 
does not openly thank the 
“boys.” 

The effect of the above pol- 
icy was "verbal agreements’’ 
with the shipowners, excepting 
one or two contracts with minor 
companies, which were blithely 
violated, the shipowners being 
convinced that the N.M.U. 
would not fight. When the 
membership finally became 
aroused, the Stalinist leader- 
ship finally managed to get a 
blanket contract with the 
freighter companies, but with 
a score of loopholes that the 
company could take advantage 
of to nullify anything worth 
while. Particularly -rotten is 
the clause guaranteeing the 
company against crew action. 

Is it any wonder that Curran 
had to drown the strike in ‘thot 
oil"? For if he had authorized 
the crews to take action against 
loading hot oil, the freighter 
companies would have declared 
the agreement nullified, and 
this would have doubly exposed 
Curran and Co., by showing in 
action how worthless the agree- 
ment was, basically. (Contrast 
this with the successful refusal 
of S.1.U. crews, under S8.1.U. 
contracts, to take ‘‘hot oil.’’) 

A further development: Be- 
cause of the above mentioned | 


‘policy of working for a U.S.A.- 


Stalin pact, Curran and Co.| 
had to go down the line with 
the government fink halls and 
fink training ships. (This is the 
real reason, not the garbage 
about: S,I.U. or A.F.L. back- 
door shipping.) Therefore, 


N.M.U. men packed the Hoff- 
man Island training school. Is 
it not curious that shortly after 
the strike began; the school 
suddenly found room for a hell- 
uva lot of new men? Is it, per- 
chance, possible that, as 
N.M.U. members report, there 
were suddenly a lot of nice 
finky jobs offered on struck 
tankers to Hoffman Island gov- 
ernment-trained “union men," 
who showed what they had 
really learned, by patriotically 
grabbing the jobs? 
Gulf Shews Way 

The present status of the ac- 
tion is: The strike is over, the 
boycott continues, and, al- 
though the former crews have 
little chance to get their jobs 
back, the N.M.U. leadership 
still hypocritically holds out the 
idea that in a very short time 
they will be able to control the 
tankers again. How? Members 
should try to get aboard the 
tankers (the company, of 
course, will welcome them 
back with open arms) fight the 
Standard Oil company union, 
by quoting the Wagner Act, us- 
ing the N.M.U. crews who have 
not reached port yet, as a base 
for further organization. 

Yet in spite of the terrible 
mess the Curranites have made 
of things, the prospect for a 
progressive reformation of the 
union exists. It is reflected, 
even if not always with full 
clarity, in the Gulf action of 
declaring itself an autonomous 
body. within the N.M.U., but 
paying no dues to New York, 
nor accepting its decisions. Full 
details are not available as we 


go to press, but the salient 
facts are, in addition to the 
above: 


(1) The Gulf evidently is not 
taking the fatal step of break- 
ing completely with the organ- 
ization, but seems to be fol- 
lowing roughly the strategy of 
the West Coast Firemen, in 
fighting the Headquarters or- 
ganization, where the main 
power of the Stalinists is con- 
centrated. 

(2) The Gulf announces that 
it will issue a paper, expressing 
its own point of view. We hope 
that the Gulf will have learned 
from the Mariner’s Club expe- 
rience, and that it will come 
forward with a positive pro- 
gram. A purely negative fight 
will only result in further con- 
fusion, and enable enemies of 
labor to infiltrate into the Gulf 
opposition and discredit it, as 
happened with, the Mariner’s 
Club. Further, the Stalinists 
are fully capable of exploiting 
any purely negative opposition, 
to their own ends. 

The main fight must be on 
the basis of a positive progres- 
sive program, in contrast with 
the reactionary program of the 
Curran-Stalinists. In this way 
the membership on the Atlantic 
will be able to choose between 
two definite lines, clearly, and 
in this way, if the Gulf propo- 
sals are of the positive progres- 
sive character that we think 
they will be, they will be able 
to swing the Atlantic District 
membership to their side, unify 
the two coasts, and be in a po- 
sition to consummate unity 
with the West Coast organiza- 
tions of maritime labor which 
are so essential for the very 
continuance of maritime union- 
ism. 

Indications are that the 
Gulf's understanding of pro- 
gressive maritime unionism is 
very close to that of the S.U.P. 
If such is the case, then the 
Gulf will progress in influence, 
and will be able to play a real 
role in the fight to establish one 
national union in maritime 
based on a progressive, class- 
struggle policy. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CAMP SEVEN OAKS. Eaten- 
town. N. J. Tennis, Swim- 
ming. Ping-pong. Plumbing. 
$2.50 per day. $14 a week. 
Car leaves every Friday at 
1 p.m. from 58 E. 4th St. to 
Camp. Make reservations, 
please! You may also pitch 
your tent at Seven Oaks. We 
equip it and you can have 
use of Camp Kitchen. $20 for 
the summer. Phone: Eaten- 
town 515. 


BY POPULAR DEMAND! Re- 
peat performance of ‘‘Bury 
the Dead," presented by the 
Theatre of Youth at the 
Downtown Labor Center, 51 
East 7th St., Sat., June 24, 
9:30 P.M. Dancing, refresh- 
ments. Subscription 25c. Aus- 
pices, Downtown Branch. 


Get Your APPEAL 
At the Newsstand 


Toward the Party Convention 


On Mass Work and Its Relation to 
The Struggle Against Stalinism 


Since the death of Lenin and the beginning 
of the decline and degeneration of the Russian 
Revolution, the most important and decisive 
factor in the defeats of the working class has 
been the Stalinized Comintern. An understand- 


ing of this central problem-has been and re- 
mains the key to fruitful revolutionary work. 
At all stages of the struggle to reassemble the 
scattered and disoriented elements of the pro- 
letarian vanguard, the analysis of Stalinism 
occupied first place. Those who misunderstood 
this misunderstood everything and condemned 
themselves to futility and defeat. Only those 
who gave the right answer to this question— 
and the Fourth Internationalists alone did this 
—were able to move forward and gain 
strength. 

This holds true also for the present and the 
near future. The center of gravity in all rev- 
olutionary work shifts from ideological battles 
in the isolated circles of the vanguard to mass 
agitation and the penetration of the workers’ 
mass movement. Here also Stalinism is the 
most formidable obstacle. Those who ignore 
this obstacle or deny its existence soon bump 
their heads against reality. The struggle 
against Stalinism can in no way be moderated. 
The forms and methods of the struggle, how- 
ever, must be adapted to changed circum- 
stance and new environments. We have yet to 
do this effectively. - 

Mass work is a simple enough prescription, 
but those who try to over-simplify its applica- 
tion have very painful experiences. It is a big 
error to think good will and hard work alone 
are enough to gain a leading influence in the 
mass movement. Parties and groups which 
operate on such a simple formula usually 
work for the benefit of others less addicted to 
Christian ideas. 


“Ignoring” the Stalinists 


In the past we have heard many lectures on 
the art of simplified mass work in the Social- 
ist Party, especially from its most stupid 
wing, the ‘‘Clarityites.'' With a self-assurance 
born of ignorance and inexperience, they ex- 
plained how they would win over the masses, 
including the Stalinist workers, simply by set- 
ting a good example of ‘constructive work"’ 
and “‘ignoring"’ the Stalinist Party. We know 
what happened to them, and to others like 
them. To the extent that they built or helped 
to build organizations, the disciplined ma- 
chine of Stalinism took the control away from 
them and put them to work as errand boys 
and stooges (Workers Alliance, Auto Union, 
etc.). 

No, you cannot ignore the Stalinists. More 
than that, you cannot gain a single inch of 
ground and hold it in the trade unions without 
an intelligent and unrelenting fight against 
Stalinism. This, to borrow an expression from 
Grover Cleveland, is a condition, not a theory. 
Stalinism in the United States has taken on 
the proportions of a mass movement and has 
become an evil power of tremendous scope 
in the trade unions, especially in the more pro- 
gressive and militant sections. How can any 
comrade active in the trade union movement 
conceal this fact from himself? It stares him 
in the face at every turn. And why should we 
wish to conceal it? It is necessary to face 
reality and deal with it. Otherwise we are 
fumbling in the dark. 

Our comrades, with perhaps a few excen- 
tions, understand this very well. Pacifist sen- 
timents toward the Stalinist turncoats and 
finger-men do not infect our movement very 
seriously. But what we do not yet understand 
—and we are all more or less culpable on this 
score, I think—is how to fight Stalinism most 
effectively in the light of the new develop- 
ments and under new conditions. Great 
changes have taken place in recent years, in 
our own position and in the position and the 
composition of the Stalinist Party. It is now 
generally recognized that the degeneration of 
the Stalinist Party along the lines of social pa- 
triotism has become definitive. There is no 
longer any attempt to conceal it. The pre- 
tended revolutionists of yesterday are down 
on all fours before the imperialist masters. 
Browder's taste for shoe leather is like a per- 
verted lust. The main concern of the assorted 
Browders is to convince the masters of the 
sincerity of their renegacy. 


Fighting Stalinism Today 


All this has brought about a change in the 
position of Stalinism and our relation to it. 
In days past we had to fight Stalinism for in- 
fluence over the proletarian vanguard. In the 
main that chapter is closed. The class con- 
scious revolutionists (naturally, ex-revolution- 
ists do not belong to this category) have 
turned away from Stalinism. The new recruits 
who constitute the overwhelming majority of 
the present membership and ‘sympathizing 
circles of the Communist Party are utter 
strangers to Marxist doctrine. This transform- 
ation imposes not a slackening of our fight but 
different methods of conducting it. 

We began our struggle primarily with pro- 
grammatic criticism addressed to vanguard 
workers who knew something about the doc- 
trines and traditions of the revolutionary 
movement. They were capable of interesting 
themselves in such questions as ‘'the theory of 
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socialism in one country” and the whole train 
of theoretical and practical consequences 
flowing from it. Those who responded to our 
critical work have constituted the basic cadres 
of our movement. This was work well done. It 
Was an unavoidable stage in our development, 
the prerequisite for all that is to follow. It was 
in essence a factional struggle within the re- 
stricted circle of the vanguard. 

Our error consists, not in continuing the 
fight against Stalinism with unabated vigor— 
that is necessary, more than ever — but in 
clinging to out-moded methods and types of 
argument. The average Stalinist worker of 
the present day finds most of this over his 
head. What does “socialism in one country” 
mean to a worker who lacks elementary in- 
struction in the meaning and principles of so- 
cialism? What does a deviation from Leninism 
mean to one who vaguely associates Lenin in 
his mind with historical figures of bourgeois 
democracy like Jefferson and Paine? We must 
find a different, simpler approach to the pres- 
ent day Stalinist worker. We have to take note 
of the great differences between him and the 
Stalinist militant of ten and fifteen years ago 
and address him accordingly. Above all, we 
must distinguish between deceived workers in 
the ranks and the conscious scoundrels of the 
C.P. bureaucracy. 


A Basic Distinction for Us 

This latter point is all-important for our fu- 
ture success. Without realizing it we have 
been slipping into the same error we once 
criticized in the Comintern during the frenzy 
of the “third period’, when Social Democratic 
leaders and workers were all lumped together 


_indiscriminately. 


The composition of the Stalinist movement 
has been profoundly changed. Much of it is 
worthless, that is sure. The complete adapta- 
tion of Stalinism to bourgeois democracy and 
patriotism has had the effect of attracting 
toward it a good-sized horde of petty-bourgeois 
dilettantes and pseudo-intellectuals who are 
nothing more than liberals of an especially un- 
attractive variety. But in addition to this trash 
the C.P. has acquired a strong following of a 
different kidney in the trade unions. Discount 
all the careerists who are bribed by the C.P. 
to serve it, and all the stupid ones and weak- 
lings who are terrorized, and there still re- 
mains a veritable army of militant but un- 
schooled and misguided workers who support 
the Stalinist party and constitute the backbone 
of its power in the unions. We will begin to 
make real advances in the mass movement 
when we learn how to approach these workers 
and win them over. 

They have not come to the C.P., either as 
members or sympathizers, as the result of a 
deliberate study of its present program, but 
in the course of struggle. They have been at- 
tracted to Stalinism by a combination of fac- 
tors—its aggressive methods, its demagogy, 
the memory of past militancy, the lack of an- 
other strong force articulating their senti- 
ments of discontent, etc. They have not in 
their hearts joined the C.P. to fight for ‘‘de- 
mocracy’’. It is not their ambition to maintain 
the status quo which spells privation and mis- 
ery for the great bulk of them; but rather, in 
some way, by collective action to change it. 
Between these deceived workers and the cyn- 
ical bureaucracy of Stalinism there is an 
enormous chasm. 


A Deep Contradiction 


The contradiction between the leadership 
and the proletarian sections of the ranks is 
perhaps deeper in the Stalinist Party than in 
any workers’ organization in history. The 
more openly the bureaucrats announce their 
apostasy and confirm it in deeds, the deeper 
must this contradiction grow. The ranks of 
the C.P. continually seethe with discontent 
which is smothered by repressions and expul- 
sions, only to break out afresh. Browder's an- 
nouncement of a new purge of ‘'spies and 
wreckers"’ is eloquent testimony to the in- 
ternal crisis of the party. This crisis is in its 
whole essence a reflection of the irreconcil- 
able conflict between the aspirations and de- 
sires of the shamefully deceived workers in 
the ranks and the bureaucrats’ cold-blooded 
and deliberate betrayal of the movement to 
the imperialist war machine. 

Expulsions take place continually. But due, 
I think, in large part to the ineptness of our 
work and our lack of a proper approach to the 
Stalinist workers, too many of them simply 
fall by the wayside in disillusionment and de- 
spair. 

We must re-examine this question. We must 
learn how to appeal to and reason with the 
former in a friendly and comradely manner 
and denounce the latter in the tone they de- 
serve as betrayers of their own membership. 

We must take thought once again of the tac- 
tic of the united front. Did it not serve in its 
day as the best means of separating workers 
who aspired to struggle for better things from 
leaders who sabotaged and betrayed that 
struggle? Why can it not serve again as a rev- 
olutionary weapon against the most corrupt 
and consciously treacherous clique of leaders 
the history of the labor movement has ever 
known, the foul bureaucracy of Stalinism? 


MASS MEETING 


Greet The Anti-War Convention of the Socialist Workers 


Party! 


Chairman: JAMES P. CANNON 


Hear The Internationalist Position on War! 


Reporter for the Political Committee: MAX SHACHTMAN 

Speakers: V. R. DUNNE of Minneapolis, GENORA JOHNSON of Flint, GLEN 
TRIMBLE of San Francisco, GEORGE CLARKE of Detroit, REUBEN 
PLASKETT OF NEWARK, NATHAN GOULD, National Secretary Y.P.S.L. 
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR: 


1. A job and a decent living for every worker, 


» Open the idle facturies—operate them under 
werkers’ conirol. 


i. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and honsing program. 


I. Thirty-thirty! %30-weekly minimum wage— 
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on 
all jobs. 


Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pensien. 


Expropriate the Sixty Families, 


y 


7. All war funds to the unempleyed. 

A people's referendum on any and all wars. 
No secret diplomacy. 

An independent Labor Party. 


Werkers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 
and Fascist attacks. 


Attention, Briggs! 


It's a wise thing to read the press of the ene- 
my regu'arly, You often find what he is think- 
ing of and planning. 

The Annalist is a paper of the fmancial and 
industrial bi ¿wigs of the country, In its issue of 
june 1, 1939. it says: 

“The Briggs strike may well prove to be a 
turning point for the better in automobile 
labor conditions. Reports from Detroit last 
week indicate that the motor and motor ac- 
cessory companies have decided the time has 
come ior a showdown. The manufacturers 
feel that they have the upper hand for three 
reasons — namely, the production season is 
drawing to a close, the unions are fighting 
each other, and the membership is «liscour- 
aged. The companies feel, therefore, that the 
time is ripe for concerted action and they do 
not propose to throw their opportunity away.” 

The companies are not asi¢ep. They are pre- 
paring to smash the unions—and to smash the 
none-too-wonderful standard of living of the 
automobile workers. 

Are the automobile workers thinking and 
planning as tar ahead as their labor-hating em- 
ployers ? 

‘They should be. Especially when it is borne in 
mind that the power of the organized workers 
in tne auto industry is tray invincible. The re- 
cent Briggs strike, which the Annatist attaches 
so much importance to. showed that the mili- 
taney which made auto workers’ struggles so 
famous, is still there. If it is not held back, if it 
is not dampened, it is strong enough to beat 
down tae resistance to labor progress offered by 
te automobile barons. 

Prepare for the nghi. Ali indications are tuat 
the saow-down is coming this fall, Let the auto 
workers present an iron front of solidarity and 
aggressiveness which wil make the auto lords 
wisa they had never starteu the ugat: 


The Silent Mayor 


Daniel Webster Hoan is the Mayor of Mil- 
waukee. 

Daniel Webster [loan is also a 
at least he’s a member of Norman Thomas’ par- 
ty. A member of its National Committee, also. 
and in general, its pride and joy. 

The Miawaukee suburb of West Miis has been 
tag scene in the past iew days of what the cap- 


“socialist” = 


italist press calls “labor violence.” Labor vio- 
lence, you understand, consists of police club 
bing, shooting and gassing striking warkers, in 
this case, striking automobile workers. 

The sheriff of Milwaukee is not a member of 
the Thomas-Hoan “Socialist Party.” ‘He is in 
charge of the “labor violence’ —that is, he gives 
tie orders for the clubbing, shooting and gas- 
sing of the strikers who so insvlentiy want i 
better wage and the recognition of their union. 

According to the laws of the sovereizn State 
of Wisconsin, we are given to understand. the 
Slayor of Miwaukee has no control over the 
Sherli, 

But the laws of Wisconsin say nothing, so 
far as we have been able to find out, about May- 
os bein. compelled to stuff their mouths with 
Lor potatoes wien a strike is going on. ° 

Mayor lioan, right-wing socialist, Friend of 


Labor, nevertheless has his mouth filled with hot 
potatoes. 

lle can't talk. 

That's why a thorough examination of the 
Milwaukee press during the whole period of 
brutal police action against the striking auto 
workers faiis to reveal a single word of protest 
uttered by Mayor Hoan, 

As we said, he can't help it. 

His mouth is full of hot potatoes. 

But surely that’s not the case with EVERY 


inemLer of the Socialist party. 


Friends of the Refugee 


White hundreds of desperate Jewish refugees 
were clamoring in vain for permission to enter 
Cuba. one of the daily papers of Havana had the 
igllowing comment to make: 

“But we now consider as just, very Cuban 
and very patriotic the inclination of our peo- 
ple to demand the prohibition of an overflow 
of immigration, because the wretched condi- 
tion of our country and the great increase of 
unemployment cannot stand the addition of 
new masses of immigrants. It is very correct 
that the Cubans should demand not only pro- 
tection and the right to work upon our island 
but also that there should be rigorous meas- 
ures taken to prevent workers as well as em- 
ployers from penetrating into and swallowing 
up our exhausted sources of production, la- 
bor, trade and employment. Hence we have 
supported and continue to support all expedi- 
ent measures that are adopted to restrict im- 

migration of any class whatsoever. Basing 
ourse.ves on these premises, we understand 
that the government should close altogether 
the doors of Cuba to all immigration that may 
come to Cuba.” 

Where did this statement appear ? 

In the daily newspaper, Hoy, of May 28, 
1939. 

What is Hoy? 

Tue daily newspaper of the Communist Party 
of Cuba, section of the Third International, 
champion of democracy, freedom, progress, ene- 
my of fascism and friend of the refugee. 

Stalin didn’t offer the refugees shelter. 

‘The Stalinists here didn't call on Roosevelt to 
offer the refugees shelter. 

The Cuban Stalinists merely played “Follow 
your leader.” 


Browderite Lies 


From April 28 until today, the Daily Worker, 
has referred exactly twice to President Roose- 
vejt's relief bi get message to Congress of 
\pril 27. The first time was April 28, when 
under a very modest one-column head, it car- 
ried the United Press report on the issuance of 
the message. Why a U.P, report, when there is 
a very well-stafled Washington Bureau of the 
Daily Worker? Because, dear reader, that gave 
the Roosevelt-worshipping Browderites an ex- 
cuse for making no comment on Roosevelt's re- 
lief-slashing proposals. 

During the ensuing two months, when the 
WALA. question was the most burning problem 
confronting the labor movement, the Daily 
Worker never once reterrecd to Roosevelt's April 
27 message which, please keep in mind, fixed 
funds for W.P.A. at $1.477,000,000, an amount 
perfectly, acceptable to the reactionary House 
and Sgnate appropriations committees, 

\iter the Roosevelt-\Woodrum Starvation Bill 
passed tae House Saturday by a vote of 372-21 


ke. passed by the united vote of the New 


Desers and the “Tories —the Daily Worker 
correct y described it as a W.P.A-wrecking 
measure, DUT called it a “Tory Reliei Meas- 
ure’. Only after thorough and diligent search, 


did we mattage to fin l, in the second section of 
tae June 18 Dai Worker. the second reference 
to Roosevelt's April 27 relief message fixing the 
amount for W.P.A. The Daily Worker says: 
“It is also possible to sve very clearly now, 
as tue LO. and the Workers Alliance had 
potted Gut ail avong, that the President and 
ris advisovs had mate a strategie blunder in 
ashing ior oniy $1,477,000,000 for W.P.A. 
“Oy course, the Fres dent expects to ask for 
a deacieney grant later on, but in asking for 
au adequate appropriation now the reaction- 
wes got their chance to make a grand show 
a, generosity. by granting the budget estimate 
for W.P.A. and then conventrating their fire 
ou tie structure and ‘set-up of work relief.” 
‘The Stalinists lie, and they know they lie. 
Toe. never pointed out an, where that the presi- 
dent had “made a strategic blunder,” but on the 
contrary systematically concealed during these 
two crucial months that it was the president's 
ow: figure, It was not a “strategic blunder”, 
Lut a detiberate destruction of W.P.A. in order 
to secure more funds for the president's arma- 
ment program which the Stalinists also support. 
To say. “of course the president expects to ask 
ioy a deticieney grant iater on” is a pure inven- 
tion of the Stilinists. hacked by nothing but 
their fren ied desire to shield Roosevelt from 
t e hatred of those whom he is starving. Delib- 
erately, cold-bloovedly, calculatedly,.they lie and 
they kaow they he. 


Trying to Bring Id 
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le Money, Idle 


Men Together by Mumbo Jumbo 


Mead Bill Offers More Credit, But There Is Plenty of Un- 
used Credit Lying Around—"Lending” Instead of “Spending” 
Scheme Hopeless because Wheels Won't Turn Without Profits 


Bewildered by the ever-con- 
tinuing economic crisis, and 
dismayed by the effects which 
the crisis may have on 1940 
election prospects, the inner 
circle of Rooseveltians is now 
busily engaged in trying to 
cook up a grandiose scheme 
which revives the tattered glor- 
ies of New Dealism. They are 
using the sessions of the Tem- 
porary National Economic 
Council (‘‘'Monopoly Commit- 
tee’’) as a medium for devel- 
oping the “theory” of the 
scheme, and have already be- 
gun the first. Congressional 
steps in carrying it out. r: 

The bright young men at- 
tached to the Monopoly Com- 
mittee, such as Isadore Lubin 
and Leon Henderson (the latter 
recently promoted to the Secur- 
ities Exchange Commission), 
have suddenly discovered an 
amazing new truth which they 
passed on to the President, who 
used if in a speech delivered a 
few weeks ago. The trouble 
with the country, lo and behold, 
is that idle capital and idle men 
are sitting apart from each 
other; the way to cure the 
trouble is to bring idle capital 
and idle men together again! 
This is just about as illuminat- 
ing as to say of a man dying of 
smallpox that his trouble is be- 
ing sick and the way to cure 
him is to make him well again. 
LENDING TO 
AVOID SPENDING 

Since private enterprise 
doesn't seem to be getting very 
far in bringing about the wed- 
ding of idle capital and idle 
men, the beneficent Federal 
Government will step in to 
stimulate the process. The gov- 
ernment will institute a gigan- 
tic direct and indirect “‘lend- 
ing program”. Everything will 
be solved, and at the same 
time the government can obey 
the Tories’ 


command to cut! tee to extend to 100% of the 


down on the 
gram”. 

Appearing before the Monop- 
oly Committee, Marriner S. Ec- 
cles, who has always been the 
administration’s chief advocate 
of pump priming and expan- 
sionist money policies, pro- 
posed that the government 
should set up what would 
amount to a new bank which 
would loan money at low rates 
of interest to corporations, 
States and municipalities for 
productive enterprises. 

This idea is not meeting with 
much favor from the private 
banks who see in it a competi- 
tor in their monopoly rights for 
exacting usury from the nation. 
However, the Eccles’ testimony 
was part of a build-up, and not 
meant for immediate action; 
the plan is to return to the idea 
next year, in the pre-election 
period. 

STARTING THE 
BALL ROLLING 

Meanwhile, a more modest 
part of the scheme has been 
embodied in a bill which has 
been introduced in the Senate 
by the Roosevelt henchman, 
Mead of New York. The Mead 
Bill would not provide direct 
loans from the goverament to 
business, but would institute a 
governmental guarantee of 90% 
of loans, up to $1,000,000, made 
to a business by private banks. 
The plan here is similar to the 
H.O.L.C. guarantees of mort- 
gage loans, applied in the new 
instance to the presumed re- 
quirements of the relatively 
smaller corporations—what are 
referred to as ‘‘little business’’. 

The Mead Bill meets with 
much more favor from the 
banks than the Eccles’ idea: 
after all, what it amounts to is 
simply a governmental guaran- 
tee of bank profits. The only 
serious criticism made so far 
is that they want the guaran- 


“spending pro- 


loan instead of 90%, and the 
Bill may be changed to meet 
this objection. 


WHAT IS WRONG 
WITH THE SCHEME 

However, the supposition 
that any such measures as 
these could have any signifi- 
cant effect upon the national 
economy is just one more fan- 
tastic dream of the bright 
young men. There is no lack of 
credit in the country. On the 
contrary, there are billions and 
billions of dollars of potential 
credit ready for use at the eas- 
fest and most generous terms. 
The trouble is that, within the 
straitjacket of declining capi- 
talism, there are no profitable 
fields of investment for the 
credit. Making still more cred- 
it available, on whatever 
terms, will not increase an iota 
the profitable fields of invest- 
ment, and consequently will not 
solve any of the underlying dif- 
ficulties. 

At most, the Mead Bill might 
please a few of the smaller bus- 
inessmen who are being treated 
badly by the big banks — and 
this is perhaps its main pur- 
pose. The administration is 
once again making a drive to 
enlist the support of “‘little bus- 
iness" and light industry, as 
shown not merely by the Mead 
Bill itself but by such events as 
Roosevelt's flattering speech to 
the national conference of re- 
tailers, where he put forward 
the utterly absurd theory that 
the key to prosperity is to be 
found in the light and consumer 
goods industries rather than in 
the capital and heavy goods in- 
dustries. 

The War Dea! has definitively 
replaced the New Deal. And the 
sporadic efforts to revive the 
brave young days of New Deal- 
ism for 1940 election purposes 
are all of them destined to the 


most grotesque and dismal fail- 


Equipped with Diplomas, School 


Graduates Join Lines of Jobless 


By TONY CHAPMAN 


The vain, heartbreaking 
search for a job in a land that 
already has thirteen million 
jobless men and women, many 
of them young people, is today 
on the curriculum for hundreds 
of thousands of young gradu- 
ates leaving school. 

Leaving his cloistered, ivy- 
laden collegiate or high school 
sanctuary and armed with 
nothing more substantial than 
a beautifully engraved sheep- 
skin, attesting to his proficien- 
cy in the arts and sciences, the 
young graduate has before him 
the sole prospect of integrating 
himself, not in business, in the 
professions or in industry, but 
in the ranks of the unemployed. 
That is the fact, illustrated by 
the history of previous gradu- 
ating classes since 1929. 

But the young graduate, 
hopeful and ready to make a 
place for himself, the pride of 
his parents who have sacrificed 
so much to send him through 
school, is this month also the 
victim of soothing liars. Teach- 
ers and preachers, pedagogues 
and demagogues, magnates 
and mountebanks are in sea- 
son, going about the dirty bus- 
iness of building in the minds 
of these young people a host of 
impossible illusions. Just listen 
to some of them at the com- 
mencement exercises! 

THE WISE MEN 
SPEAK TO YOUTH 


George Barton Cutten, presi- 
dent of Colgate University, on 
June 11 told 220 seniors: ‘The 
world is still holding its crown 
of olives before the young men, 
Don't you see them and can't 
you discover the roads that 
lead to them?" Not olive 
leaves, G.B.C., but olive oil! 


Speaking at the University of 
New Hampshire commence- 
ment, ‘Nelson Aldrich Rocke- 
feller, of not unknown pedi- 
gree: “We cannot retire from 
the crowd and let the next fel- 
low bear the burden." What, 
pray, is Mr. Rockefeller’s bur- 
den? He never worked a day 
in his expensive life, except 
when he perspired rubbing 
down a polo: pony. 

At Union College in Schenec- 
tady, Waiter S. Gifford told the 
graduating class: “It is the 
lack of material well-being 
which is the cause of most of 
the wars, the revolutions and 
the unrest within nations.” You 
said it, Mr. Gifford. When are 
you, as president of the Ameri- 
can Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. going to permit your 
employes. to join unions and 


get decent wages in order to 
attain the level of ‘‘material 
well-being’’? 

` President Paul D. Moody 
told the class at Middlebury 
College that the present gener- 
ation’s increasing search for. 
comfort and ease would make 
them all soft. To.avoid this, 
we might begin by having 
Moody give up the prexy’s 
mansion, his servants, his car 


Roosevelt Men Jam 
Bill Wrecking W.P.A. 
Through House 


(Continued from Page 1) 

On the basic question, the 
amount of funds for W.P.A., 
there was ne controversy, for 
Roosevelt had named the fig- 
ure, his lieutenants had lined 
up his forces, and all the worst 
reactionaries had to do was fol- 
low behind Roosevelt. 

The so-called Casey-Murray 
Bill, providing for 3 million 
W.P.A. jobs by a proposed ap- 
propriation of $2,250,000, was 
merely presented in the form 
of an amendment to the Roose- 
velt-Woodrum Bill, if one could 
describe it as ‘‘presented’’ at 
all. Representative Casey, a 
| Roosevelt follower himself, 
whose speech at the Workers 
Alliance "Right to Work“ Con- 
gress recently was one long 
l hymn of praise to Roosevelt, 
‘had no stomach to fight for a 
| proposal counter to that initi- 
| ated by Roosevelt. Neither he, 
| nor the Workers Alliance, had 
made any serious effort to line 
up votes for his proposal. Tied 
hand and foot to Roosevelt, 
they made the gesture for the 
record, the proposal was 
howled down by the House in 
two minutes, and Roosevelt's 
figure prevailed. 
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and his kennels and stables. 

Dr. Harry Woodburn Chase, 
chancellor of New York Uni- 
versity, told 4,636 graduates: 
“We must accept the disci- 
plines of democracy as well as 
its freedoms.” One of the forth- 
coming disciplines of American 
democracy, Mr. Chase might 
have mentioned, is discipline in 
Uncle Sam's uniform. 

Edwin Arden Jewel, art crit- 
ic for the New York Times, told 
the graduating class at Yale 
University’s School of Fine 
Arts, "The artist is being lifted 
out of the relatively small lux- 
ury class.” And being dumped 
into the ranks of the unem- 
ployed, as witness the Congres- 
sional elimination of the Fed- 
eral theatre and other art proj- 
ects. 

AN HONEST ADDEESS 
AT COMMENCEMENT 

It is high time the sugar 
ceased to flow. It is high time 
also that an honest man was 
permitted to address a gradu- 
ating class. Imagine the spec- 
tacle of an unemployed worker 
arising to address the class of 
"39! 

Standing beneath a violet 
trimmed white marquee and 
flanked on both sides by the 
carefully preserved wives of 
the University's Board of Di- 
rectors, our unemployed work- 
er might begin with the story 
of the Apple Days of 1930-1932, 
of the Hunger Marches to 
Washington and the Anacostia 
massacre of the unemployed 
veterans, of the promised Hal- 
cyon days with Roosevelt and 
his abrogation of the promise; 
of 23 millions of men and wo- 
men and their children, cold 
and hungry, underfed and un- 
clothed, the victims of Roose- 
velts rellef-slashes, the vic- 
tims as well of sixty Bourbon 
families for whose profits these 
millions go ill-housed, ill-fed, 
ill-clothed. Our unemployed 
worker in his commencement 
address would tell how workers 
in the reign of Roosevelt were 
shot down at the gates of fac- 
tories when all they demanded 
was union recognition. 

Our unemployed worker 
would end with a message of 
hope to the graduates. He 
would tell them that they will 
find security only when they 
are ready to fight for their 
needs, when they are ready to 
unite with employed and un- 
employed workers alike in the 
coming struggles for a job and 
a decent living for everybody. 
Anything else said on com- 
mencement day during these 
times is a lie and a fraud. 
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By James Burnham 


Their 
Government 


According to the provisions of the Constitution. 
it is the function exclusively of the legislative arm 
of the Federal government—that is, of Congress— 
to appropriate money. The executive arm of the 
government—that is, the President and his sub- 
ordinates—has charge of spending the money, but 
cannot appropriate it. It is part of the Constitution- 
al task of the executive, however, to prepare and 
submit to Congress the governmental budger, 
which includes the proposals of the executive for 
appropriations. From a Constitutional point of 
view, Congress may vote the budget as submitted, 
or may modify it in any way it chooses. The bud- 
get is calculated on the basis of a "fiscal year” 
beginning July 1st of each calendar year and end- 
ing June 30th of the subsequent calendar year. 

About two months ago, President Roosevelt, in a 
special message, submitted to Congress his pro- 
posed total Federal relief budget for the fiscal 
year beginning July Ist, 1939. It is absolutely es- 
sential that every worker, especially every unem- 
ployed worker, should understand that this relief 
budget was the product solely of Roosevelt and his 
appointed subordinates in the executive branch of 
the government. Congress had nothing whatever to 
do with it. Congress does not enter into the picture 
until after the budget is proposed. For everything 
in, or out of, the original budget, Roosevelt and 
Roosevelt alone is responsible. 


Who Leads the Drive Against 
the Unemployed? 


In his relief budget, Roosevelt proposed a total 
relief appropriation for the year beginning July Ist 
of $1.760,000,000. About $300,000,000 of this was to 
go to comparatively minor, though important, un- 
dertakings such as NYA. For the major and de- 
cisive federal relief activity, W.P.A., Roosevelt 
proposed exactly $1,477,000,000. Remember: this 
is Roosevelt’s figure, not the figure of Congress. 

This sum, proposed by Roosevelt, is more than 
$800,000,000 less than W.P.A. was allotted during 
the fiscal year now ending. It permits a maximum 
average of around 2,000,000 on W.P.A. rolls during 
the next year, as against an average of around 
3,000,000 during the current year. 

There is now going on in Congress a complicated 
fight over the relief bill. Some of the issues in this 
fight are of considerable significance to the unem- 
ployed—chief among them, perhaps, provisions 
that would automatically drop anyone who had 
been on the rolls continuously for eighteen months 
or more and anyone who had ‘‘subversive ideas" 
_ the government—but most of them are triv- 
ial, 

There is no important fight at all on the point 
which is so basic that it completely overshadows 
all the rest: on the size of the W.P.A. appropria- 
tion. 

In the House of Representatives, not one single 
member, either in committee or on the floor, has 
proposed the cut of a single dollar in the Presi- 
dent’s figure. 

How can this be? What has happened to the 
"champions of economy", to the bitter enemies of 
the President, to all the Tories and right-wingers? 

The answer is simple: the President took the 
leadership in the drive against the unemployed, 
He proposed a cut in W.P.A. far more drastic than 
any of his so-called Tory opponents would have 
dared to propose. He took their breath away. With 
such a slash already contained in Roosevelt’s bud- 
get, there was, on the basic question, nothing fur- 
ther for even the bitterest reactionary to suggest. 


How Can the Unemployed Fight? 

What I have explained is so simple that a smal! 
child can understand it. It is not an tinterpreta- 
tion” or “guess” on my part; it is a clear direct 
fact. No one has to take my word for it. It is part 
of the public record. 

But open and simple as this truth is, it ts being 
deliberately hidden from the workers of this couu- 
try, It is being hidden by the Stalinists and by the 
labor officialdoms. They hide it because in their 
politics they are committed to support of Roose- 
velt. They must therefore lie to the workers, at- 
tempt to make the workers believe that not Roose- 
velt but Congress or Republicans or '‘conservative 
Democrats” are alone responsible for the drive 
against the unemployed, and that Roosevelt is the 
friend of the unemployed. 

No lie could be baser, more treacherous. 

Not only does this lie hide a truth which every 
worker has a right and duty to know. This He pre- 
vents the unemployed from struggling against the 
relief cuts. It is because the workers still believe 
this lie that there has been up to the present no 
effective struggle against the cuts; and there wilr 
not be until the workers stop believing the lie. 

You cannot fight against the cuts when you put 
your reliance on the man who is chiefly respon- 
sible for making them, who is the leader in pro: 
posing them and carrying them through. Isn’t 
that the most obvious common sense? 

The unemployed have lost the first big round. 
By all signs, the W.P.A. slash is going through at’ 
Roosevelt's figure. It would have been another 
story if there had been a widespread, militant, 
mass-action fight by the unemployed. Roosevelt 
and Congress are in the last analysis contemptible 
cowards; they dare to put through the slash only 
because they do not have to face real resistance. 

But the matter will not be closed when the bill 
is signed. A Roosevelt cut has the same effect on 
the food supply of the unemployed as a Tory cut., 
You can’t eat pink slips, even when they are 
signed by Roosevelt's administrators. g 

What of the next round? Will the lie of Browder 
and Lewis continue to strangle the unemployed? 
Or are the unemployed ready to cast off that lie; 
once and for all? 3 


Cordell Hull writes to Senator Pittman regard- 
ing the war danger: ‘‘Our purpose must be, at all 
times, to endeavor to foster that state of relations 
among. nations which will maintain the fabric of 
world peace. In pursuance of that aim we have 
done, and must do, everything possible within the 
limits of our traditional policy of non-involvement 
in overseas affairs.” That tradition died one deatn 
at Tripoli in 1804; another in Japan in 1854: an- 
other at Manila in 1898; another in China in 1900; 
still another in France in 1917. That policy is as 
dead as your memory, Mr. Dodo Hull. 

. * * 


CULTURE NOTE: One of Dorothy Lamour’s 
sarongs is in the Los Angeles Museum of History, 
Science and Art, along with Charley Chaplin's 
shoes and some of Mary Pickford’s curls. 


